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GE-13

Course Objectives
e To introduce students to the fundamental principles and history of human

rights.

e To develop an understanding of key international and national human rights

frameworks.
e To explore the status and protection of human rights in India.
e To critically engage with contemporary human rights challenges and debates.

Course Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

Define and explain the fundamental concepts, nature, and historical development
of human rights.

Identify and analyze key international instruments and bodies related to human
rights.

Evaluate the Indian constitutional and institutional mechanisms for the protection
of human rights.

Critically examine contemporary human
populations and global society.

rights issues affecting vulnerable

Develop an informed and empathetic perspective on human rights concerns across
various disciplines and professions.

Syllabus of GE-13

UNIT 1: Introduction to Human Rights

a) Definition and Nature of Human Rights
b) Historical Development: Magna Carta, French Revolution, American Bill of

Rights



¢) Generations of Human Rights: Civil & Political, Economic, Social & Cultural,
Solidarity Rights

Unit 2: International Human Rights Framework

a) Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), 1948 — Historical Significance
& Articles

b) Major UN Conventions: ICCPR (1966), ICESCR (1966), CEDAW, CRC, CAT, CERD

¢) UN Human Rights Bodies: Human Rights Council, OHCHR

Unit 3: Human Rights in the Indian Context

a. Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles of State Policy

b) Constitutional Remedies: Role of Judiciary and Public Interest Litigation

c) Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 — NHRC and SHRCs: Structure,
Functions, Powers

d) Role of Civil Society and Media in Human Rights Promotion

Unit 4: Contemporary Issues World and India

a) Rights of Vulnerable Groups: Women, Children, Dalits, Tribals, LGBTQ+,
Persons with Disabilities, Refugees, Manual Scavengers, Prisoners
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